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Introduction

“He has told you, O mortal, what is good — and what does the LORD require of you but to

do justice, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God?”

M I C A H  6 : 8  ( N R S V )

here is a particular kind of question that is not really a question at all. It is a performance — a way of

holding a thing at arm’s length so as not to have to do it. What does the LORD require? asks Israel, in

the sixth chapter of Micah, standing in a courtroom God has convened against them, the mountains and hills

called as witnesses. The question has the shape of sincerity. It sounds like a person earnestly seeking to

know. But Micah’s answer exposes it for what it is.

The verb at the heart of the verse is nagad — to declare, to make plain, to tell — and it stands in the perfect

tense, the tense of completed action. He has told you. Not he will tell you, not he is about to reveal something

new, but he has already done it. The telling is finished. It lies behind the question like centuries of

accumulated testimony. And so the question what does the LORD require? is unmasked as a false question

— a religious performance of not-knowing what was always already known.

This book takes its title from that exposure. He has told you is at once an indictment and an act of mercy: an

indictment, because the question was never honest; a mercy, because God, in the midst of a covenant lawsuit,

introduces no new conditions. He restates the old ones, simply, and asks only: Was this ever hidden from

you?

The answer the whole book gives is: no. It was never hidden. It had been told in the Torah, repeated by the

prophets, embedded in the wisdom tradition, and enacted in the great narratives long before Micah

compressed it into three words. It was then embodied, fully and finally, in a single human life. And it has

been handed, as a charter, to the community that gathers around that life. Three movements of one telling.

That is the architecture of this book.

The Three Terms

verything turns on three Hebrew phrases. Each is unfolded at length in the chapters that follow; held

briefly here, they are enough to set out with.

Mishpat — usually translated justice — is at root the restoration of right relationship: acting so that those

from whom it has been withheld are returned to their proper place in the covenant community.

Hesed — mercy, steadfast love — is covenant faithfulness maintained against self-interest toward the one

who cannot compel it; and Micah’s verb is love it, not merely practise it.
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Tzanea lekhet — to walk humbly — is the servant’s posture, dependent and un-self-promoting, that keeps 

mishpat from curdling into paternalism and hesed from hardening into condescension.

The crucial claim of this book — argued from three directions across its three parts — is that these are not

three separate requirements to be balanced against one another, nor three rungs of a ladder to be climbed in

sequence. They are three angles on a single integrated reality. Where one is genuinely present, the others are

present with it. They cannot finally be separated, because the life they describe is one life.

The Three Movements

Part One — He Has Already Told You looks backward from Micah 6:8 across the whole prior testimony of

Israel’s Scripture. It is a canonical survey, tracing mishpat, hesed, and tzanea lekhet through the Torah’s

foundational telling, the prophets’ repeated telling, the wisdom tradition’s embedded telling, and the

narratives’ enacted telling. Its purpose is to establish the weight behind the verb nagad: that when God says 

he has told you, he is pointing to a body of declaration so vast and so consistent that the question what do

you require? can only be wilful forgetting. Micah 6:8 is not the origin of the requirement. It is its

compression.

Part Two — Jesus and Micah 6:8 turns to the one in whom the requirement and its fulfilment converge in a

single person. Here the argument runs in two directions at once: forward from the verse to a figure who

would be what Israel was called to do, and backward from the Gospels to discover that the evangelists are

consistently showing us someone who enacts precisely these three things as the integrating logic of his entire

ministry. Jesus does not fulfil Micah 6:8 by being an exceptional Israelite. He fulfils it by being the one in

whom the covenant requirement and the covenant keeper are the same. The verse, which was always a

requirement that exceeded Israel’s capacity, becomes also a description — of the one in whom it was

perfectly and finally kept.

Part Three — The Church’s Charter receives the verse as the constitution of the community Jesus forms. The

charter is not invented but received: ancient, because the Torah said it first; christologically grounded,

because Jesus embodied it at the cost of the cross. This part traces the marching orders Jesus gave his

community, the way the apostolic letters applied them, the imperfect but recognisable enactment of the

charter across twenty centuries of church history, and finally the question Micah’s courtroom puts to every

generation in the present tense: What does the LORD require of you? The courtroom is still in session. The

community is still being asked to answer.

Why This Book, From This Place

hese reflections did not arise in a seminar room. They arose alongside a particular work — the work

of the Onesimus Foundation, which exists to maintain family relationships across the barrier of

incarceration: bringing children into prison to keep contact with a parent, holding families together across a

separation they did not choose, refusing to allow a system’s logic of severance to be the last word about a

family’s future.

That work is not an application of Micah 6:8 to which the theology is later attached. It is the other way

around. The Foundation’s life is the three terms taking concrete shape — mishpat enacted where right
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relationship has most visibly broken down, hesed extended toward those the world has exhausted its patience

with, tzanea lekhet walked into prisons and courtrooms and family homes where shame operates and no one

pretends the complexity is simple. When a child crosses the threshold of a correctional facility to sit with a

parent, when an intergenerational pattern of justice involvement is interrupted by a single act of sustained

presence, the verse is not being illustrated. It is being kept.

So this book reads Micah 6:8 from inside that work, with the conviction that the verse is best understood by

those who are trying, however imperfectly, to do what it says. The three terms are not a slogan to be

displayed in a foyer. They are a way of being in the world that was told from the beginning, embodied once

and finally, and handed to a community that is still — in every generation, in every cultural location — being

asked to answer the question.

He has told you. The only question the book leaves open is the one Micah left open — not what is required,

but whether, having heard it again, you will do it.
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He Has Already Told You
What God Had Already Declared Before Micah 6:8 — A Canonical Survey

The Force of “He Has Already Told You”

he verb nagad (to declare, make plain, tell) in the perfect tense carries the sense of completed

communication. God is not announcing anything new in Micah 6:8. He is pointing backward — this

has already been declared. The rhetorical weight of the verse depends entirely on that prior body of

testimony. The indictment is not ignorance but wilful forgetting. Israel knew.

The question “what does the LORD require?” is exposed as a false question — a religious performance of

not-knowing what was always already known. So what had God already told them?

I. The Torah — The Foundational Telling

DO JUSTICE (MISHPAT)

he Sinai covenant is saturated with mishpat from the beginning. The Book of the Covenant (Exodus

21–23) — Israel’s first legal code — is almost entirely concerned with just treatment of the

vulnerable: the slave who must be freed, the widow and orphan who must not be exploited, the poor man

whose cloak must be returned before nightfall, the sojourner who must not be oppressed.

“You shall not wrong or oppress a resident alien, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt.”

E XODUS  2 2 : 2 1

The logic is covenantal memory converted into social obligation. What God did for Israel at the Exodus —

defending the powerless against the powerful — is what Israel must now enact toward others.

Leviticus 19 — the holiness code — makes the connection explicit. “You shall be holy, for I the LORD your

God am holy” (19:2) is immediately unpacked not in ritual terms but in social ones: leave the edges of your

fields for the poor and the sojourner, do not steal or deal falsely, do not oppress your neighbour, pay the

worker his wages the same day, do not pervert justice. The sequence culminates in 19:18 — “you shall love

your neighbour as yourself.”

Deuteronomy intensifies the social demand with pastoral urgency. YHWH himself is named as the one who

executes justice for the fatherless and the widow, and loves the sojourner (10:17–18). The implication is

immediate: “Love the sojourner therefore” (10:19). Deuteronomy 16:20 gives what may be the most

concentrated formulation in the Torah:

“Justice, and only justice, you shall follow.”

D E UT E R ON OMY  1 6 : 2 0
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LOVE MERCY (HESED)

Hesed is embedded in the Sinai revelation itself. When Moses asks to see God’s glory (Exodus 33), God

responds by proclaiming his name — and the name is almost entirely a hesed declaration:

“The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in

steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands.”

E XODUS  3 4 : 6 – 7

Hesed is not a command Israel receives — it is first a reality God enacts and then a character Israel is to

mirror. The Deuteronomic covenant is framed by it: God chose Israel not because of their greatness but

because he loved them and kept the oath sworn to their fathers (Deuteronomy 7:8–9) — covenant hesed as

the unilateral ground of the whole relationship.

The Year of Jubilee (Leviticus 25) is hesed institutionalised: every fifty years, debts cancelled, slaves freed,

land returned to original families. It is the structural embodiment of mercy — the recognition that

accumulation eventually destroys the covenant community and that release must be built into the system.

Micah’s contemporaries, who were seizing land (Micah 2:1–2), had abandoned the Jubilee logic entirely.

WALK HUMBLY (TZANEA LEKHET)

Deuteronomy 8 is the foundational text for tzanea lekhet. The entire chapter is a warning against forgetting,

against the pride that says “my power and the might of my hand have gotten me this wealth” (8:17). The

wilderness wandering is reframed not as punishment but as formation — God humbled Israel and let them

hunger so that they would know that man does not live by bread alone, but by every word from the mouth of

God (8:3).

Deuteronomy 10:12 gives the pre-echo of Micah 6:8 almost word for word:

“What does the LORD your God require of you, but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in

all his ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and soul.”

D E UT E R ON OMY  1 0 : 1 2

II. The Prophets — The Repeated Telling

he prophets are not innovating. They are recalling. Their vocation is to hold the Torah’s mirror up to a

society that has set it aside.

AMOS

Amos — Micah’s near-contemporary from the southern village of Tekoa — makes the mishpat demand with

volcanic force. Amos 5:21–24 is the closest Old Testament parallel to Micah 6:6–8: God despises their feasts,

refuses their offerings, will not listen to their songs. Then:

“Let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.”

A MOS  5 : 2 4
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The same structure as Micah: liturgical performance rejected, covenantal action demanded. Amos 5:15 gives

the distilled command: “Hate evil and love good, and establish justice in the gate.” This had already been

preached before Micah opened his mouth.

ISAIAH

Isaiah — also a contemporary — brings the identical indictment from inside Jerusalem. Isaiah 1:11–17: your

sacrifices are worthless, your incense is an abomination. Then the positive demand:

“Learn to do good; seek justice; correct oppression; bring justice to the fatherless; plead the

widow’s cause.”

I S A I A H  1 : 1 7

Isaiah 58 makes the point about fasting and true religion in identical terms to Micah: the fast God chooses is

to loose the bonds of wickedness, to undo the straps of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free (58:6). All of

this is prior testimony, proclaimed in the same generation as Micah.

HOSEA

Hosea gives the theological diagnosis underneath Micah’s courtroom charge. There is no faithfulness or

steadfast love (hesed), and no knowledge of God (da’at Elohim) in the land (Hosea 4:1). And the remedy —

already declared — is precisely Micah’s three terms:

“For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather than burnt

offerings.”

H OS E A  6 : 6

Micah 6:8 is the positive form of what Hosea 6:6 had already declared. The prior testimony is not a distant

memory — it had been preached within living memory.

JEREMIAH

Jeremiah — slightly later but directly relevant — gives in 22:15–16 what may be the most theologically

precise anticipation of Micah’s point. Speaking of the good king Josiah:

“He judged the cause of the poor and needy… Is not this to know me? declares the LORD.”

J E R E MI A H  2 2 : 1 6

Knowing God (da’at) and doing mishpat are identified as the same reality in two registers. That declaration

predates Micah’s summary and confirms it.

III. The Wisdom Tradition — The Embedded Telling

roverbs carries the same witness in a different register:
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“To do righteousness and justice is more acceptable to the LORD than sacrifice.”

P R OV E R BS  2 1 : 3

The identical priority Micah asserts, embedded in Israel’s wisdom tradition. Proverbs 14:31 connects the

social treatment of the poor directly to the character of God: “Whoever oppresses a poor man insults his

Maker, but whoever is generous to the needy honours him.” This was not prophetic edge — it was received

wisdom.

Psalm 15 gives a liturgical catechism — who may dwell on God’s holy mountain? — and answers entirely in

terms of integrity, truth-telling, and just dealing. No mention of sacrifice, purity, or ritual. The Torah

worshipper, as Israel had always understood, was defined by moral character, not cultic performance.

Psalm 50 (likely pre-exilic) makes the point with force: God does not need the offerings; what he requires is

the giving of thanks, the keeping of vows, and the calling on him in trouble. The Psalter had been saying this

for generations.

IV. The Narrative — The Enacted Telling

ven before the law was codified, the narrative enacted these values. Abraham interceding for Sodom

— “Will you sweep away the righteous with the wicked?” (Genesis 18:23) — is mishpat instinct, a

conviction that God’s justice must be consistent and that the innocent must be distinguished from the guilty.

Joseph’s administration in Egypt — storing grain to feed the starving — is hesed in action. Ruth’s loyalty to

Naomi — “where you go I will go” (Ruth 1:16) — is hesed in its purest form, acknowledged by Boaz as

hesed exceeding all expectation (Ruth 3:10).

The narrative tradition had been showing Israel what these words meant in embodied form long before

Micah distilled them into three terms.

The Preaching Point

icah 6:8 is not the origin of the requirement — it is the compression of it. The whole body of

Israel’s received tradition — Torah, prophecy, wisdom, narrative — had been declaring the same

three things across centuries.

He has already told you is therefore both indictment and invitation.

The indictment: you asked what God requires as though you did not know, but the whole weight of your own

scriptures answers the question.

The invitation: the summary is so spare, so clear, so memorable, that there is no longer any excuse for

complexity. Strip everything back to this, and you have what was always required.

The higgid lekha opens a canonical retrospective that is simultaneously a diagnosis of religious amnesia and

an act of stunning mercy — God, in the midst of a covenant lawsuit, does not introduce new conditions. He

restates the old ones, simply, and asks:
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“Was this ever hidden from you?”
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Jesus and Micah 6:8
The Embodiment of the Requirement — Looking Back, Looking Forward

Introduction: The Hermeneutical Frame

icah 6:8 sits at a canonical hinge. Looking backward, it compresses centuries of Torah, prophecy,

wisdom and narrative into three terms — as Part One established. Looking forward, it functions as

a prophetic template that Jesus does not merely teach but becomes. He is not another voice in the chain of

those reminding Israel what God requires. He is the one in whom the requirement and its fulfilment converge

in a single person.

The argument runs in two directions simultaneously:

From the verse forward to Jesus: Micah 6:8 anticipates a figure who will be what Israel was called to do.

The three terms — mishpat, hesed, tzanea lekhet — are not merely ethical demands but a portrait, and Jesus

fills that portrait with his life, death, and resurrection.

From Jesus back to the verse: When we read the Gospels with Micah 6:8 in hand, we discover that the

evangelists are consistently showing us someone who enacts precisely these three things — not randomly,

but as the integrating logic of his entire ministry.

P E R S P E C T I V E  O N E

Looking Back from the Verse: Micah as Prophetic

Portrait

rom this vantage point, Micah 6:8 reads retrospectively as a prophetic template that Israel could not

fulfil. The verse was always a requirement that exceeded Israel’s capacity — not because God was

setting an impossible standard but because the full embodiment of mishpat, hesed, and humble walking

required someone whose identity was constituted by these things, rather than someone who was called to

produce them.

Jesus does not fulfil Micah 6:8 by being an exceptionally good Israelite. He fulfils it by being the one in

whom the covenant requirement and the covenant keeper are the same person. With this in view, each term of

Micah’s triad reveals itself as a prophetic anticipation.
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I. “DO JUSTICE” (MISHPAT) — THE RESTORATION OF RIGHT

RELATIONSHIP

The Programmatic Announcement

Jesus opens his public ministry in Luke 4:18–19 with a passage from Isaiah 61 — itself a mishpat text

standing in the tradition of Micah:

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the

poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to

let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.”

LUK E  4 : 1 8 – 1 9

“The year of the Lord’s favour” is Jubilee language — Leviticus 25, the same legislation that

undergirds Micah’s mishpat demand. Jesus is not announcing a spiritual programme

detached from its social content. He is announcing the Jubilee. And then he says: “Today this

scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing” (4:21). The mishpat tradition arrives in a

person.

The Beatitudes as Mishpat Manifesto

The Beatitudes (Matthew 5:3–12; Luke 6:20–26) are a mishpat declaration. Blessed are the poor, the

mourning, the meek, the hungry for righteousness — these are the same social categories that Micah, Amos,

Isaiah and Deuteronomy identify as the objects of mishpat: those from whom right relationship has been

withheld. Jesus is not teaching people to be spiritual. He is announcing that the order is being reversed —

that those pushed to the margins of the covenant community are being placed at its centre.

Table Fellowship as Enacted Mishpat

Jesus’s practice of eating with tax collectors and sinners (Luke 15:1–2; Mark 2:15–17) is mishpat enacted at

the most intimate social level. In first-century Jewish culture, the shared table was a statement of covenant

belonging. To eat with the excluded was to restore them to right relationship — which is precisely what

mishpat means. The Pharisees understood this correctly, which is why they objected so sharply. Jesus was

not being kind. He was making a mishpat claim about who belongs.

The Temple Action

The cleansing of the temple (Mark 11:15–17) is the most publicly mishpat act of Jesus’s ministry. He drives

out those who had turned a house of prayer into an instrument of economic extraction. His citation draws on

Isaiah 56:7 and Jeremiah 7:11, both mishpat texts. The court of the Gentiles — the one space in the temple

where the nations could pray — had been colonised by commerce, excluding the very people Isaiah said the

temple was for. Jesus’s action restores the mishpat of inclusion.

The Final Judgment (Matthew 25)

Matthew 25:31–46 — the sheep and the goats — is perhaps the most direct mishpat text in the Gospels. The

criterion of judgment is entirely mishpat: feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, visiting the prisoner,

welcoming the stranger. And the identification of the king with “the least of these” (25:40, 45) makes the

theological point explicit:
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“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family,

you did it to me.”

M AT T H E W 2 5 : 4 0

Mishpat toward the marginalised is not ancillary to knowing Jesus. It is knowing Jesus.

II. “LOVE MERCY” (HESED) — COVENANT LOVE MADE FLESH

The Hosea Citations

Jesus quotes Hosea 6:6 — the hesed/da’at text we explored in Part One — twice in Matthew’s Gospel, and

both times in contexts of controversy about who belongs at the table of God’s covenant community.

In Matthew 9:13, responding to criticism of his eating with tax collectors: “Go and learn what this means: I

desire mercy and not sacrifice.” In Matthew 12:7, defending his disciples: “If you had known what this

means, I desire mercy and not sacrifice, you would not have condemned the guiltless.” Jesus is not citing

Hosea academically. He is identifying his own ministry as the enactment of the hesed that the prophets

demanded and Israel’s religious culture had displaced.

The Parable of the Prodigal Son

Luke 15:11–32 is the most sustained narrative portrayal of hesed in the New Testament. The father’s

response to the returning son — running, embracing, restoring, feasting — is pure hesed: loyal love extended

not because the son deserves it but because the relationship is prior to the failure. The older son’s objection is

the objection of a covenant community that has replaced hesed with transaction. Jesus is not merely telling a

story about forgiveness. He is showing what hesed looks like when it takes flesh.

The Anointing: Hesed as Extravagance

The anointing scenes (Luke 7:36–50; John 12:1–8) are hesed enacted extravagantly. In Luke’s version, Jesus

explicitly connects the woman’s love to the forgiveness she has received:

“Therefore, I tell you, her sins, which were many, have been forgiven; hence she has shown

great love.”

LUK E  7 : 4 7

Hesed here is not a duty but a response, an overflow. And Jesus defends it against the utilitarian accounting

of those around him. This is what ahavat hesed — loving mercy — looks like: not measured, not

proportional, not performance.

The Cross as the Consummation of Hesed

If hesed in the Old Testament is covenant faithfulness maintained under pressure, against natural self-

interest, toward the one who cannot compel it — then the cross is hesed in its most concentrated form.

Romans 5:8 makes the logic explicit: “God demonstrates his own love for us in this: while we were still

sinners, Christ died for us.” The hesed of Exodus 34:6 — God’s self-declaration as one who keeps covenant

love — is not merely reflected in Jesus. It is enacted in him, bodily, at Golgotha.
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III. “WALK HUMBLY” (TZANEA LEKHET) — THE POSTURE OF THE

SERVANT

The Kenosis

Philippians 2:6–8 is the theological axis of Jesus’s humble walk:

“…who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to

be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in human likeness.

And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of

death — even death on a cross.”

P H I L I PP I A N S  2 : 6 – 8

The word tapeinōsen — he humbled himself — is the New Testament equivalent of tzanea: modest,

unassuming, not self-promoting. The one who had every claim to equality with God chose the posture of the

servant. This is not an ethical example first. It is an ontological statement about who Jesus chose to be.

The Washing of Feet

John 13:1–17 is tzanea lekhet made visible. On the night before the cross, Jesus takes a towel and washes his

disciples’ feet — the task of the lowest household slave. His explanation:

“So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s

feet. For I have set you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to you.”

J OH N  1 3 : 1 4 – 1 5

The Servant Songs in Matthew

Matthew’s Gospel consistently reads Jesus through the lens of Isaiah’s Servant — particularly in 12:18–21, a

direct citation of Isaiah 42:1–4: “He will not quarrel or cry aloud, nor will anyone hear his voice in the

streets; a bruised reed he will not break, and a smouldering wick he will not quench.” This is tzanea lekhet in

prophetic portrait: the Servant does not draw attention to himself, does not compete for public space, does

not crush the fragile or extinguish the barely-living.

Gethsemane: The Humble Walk to Its Depth

Luke 22:39–46 — “Not my will, but yours, be done” — is the ultimate expression of the humble walk. Here

tzanea lekhet is not a disposition or a social practice but the deepest alignment of the Son’s will with the

Father’s. The wilderness temptations (Matthew 4:1–11) had already established this: Jesus refuses every

shortcut to power that would have allowed him to walk his own way rather than the Father’s. Every

temptation is a temptation to stop walking humbly.

P E R S P E C T I V E  T W O

Looking Forward from the Verse: Micah as

Community Charter
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F rom the other direction — looking forward from Micah 6:8 through Jesus — the verse becomes the

charter of the community Jesus forms. He does not merely embody the three terms himself; he

constitutes a people in whom they take communal shape. The Sermon on the Mount, the Great

Commandment, the new commandment of John 13, and the Matthew 25 criterion of judgment are all the

three terms of Micah 6:8 in their post-resurrection, Spirit-enabled form.

The community that gathers around Jesus is called to embody what he embodied — not as a moral

programme but as a participation in his life. The da’at–hesed–mishpat architecture holds: knowing Jesus

(da’at) generates the loyal love (hesed) that takes form as justice and right relationship (mishpat).

I. THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT: MISHPAT REFRAMED

The Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5–7) is not a new law replacing the old. It is the mishpat requirement of

Micah and the Torah reframed in the light of the kingdom Jesus is announcing. The antitheses of Matthew 5

— “You have heard it said… but I say to you” — do not revoke the Torah’s demand for justice; they

radicalise it. The community is called not merely to refrain from murder but to refuse contempt; not merely

to avoid adultery but to refuse the objectifying gaze; not merely to love neighbours but to love enemies.

This is mishpat extended to its furthest reach — the restoration of right relationship not just with those who

can reciprocate but with those who are hostile. It is the Jubilee logic (release, restoration, reintegration)

applied beyond any natural boundary.

II. THE GREAT COMMANDMENT: HESED AS SUMMARY

When Jesus is asked which commandment is greatest (Matthew 22:34–40), his answer draws together the

entire Torah under two headings: love God with all your heart, soul and mind; and love your neighbour as

yourself — the two on which, he says, all the law and the prophets hang. Part Three takes up this saying as

one of the community’s marching orders; here the point is what it reveals about Jesus himself.

This is precisely Micah’s structure: the humble walk with God (vertical hesed) and the love of neighbour

(horizontal hesed and mishpat) are not two separate obligations but two dimensions of one integrated life.

Jesus does not simplify the Torah. He locates its integrating centre — and that centre is the hesed dynamic

we have traced through the whole canon.

III. THE NEW COMMANDMENT: HESED IN COMMUNITY

Here Jesus gives the community its charter in relational terms. In the new commandment of John 13:34–35

— taken up fully in Part Three — the newness is not the command to love, which was already in Leviticus

19, but the standard: as I have loved you. The hesed of the community is now measured by the hesed of the

cross, and made the public mark by which the community is known. Walking humbly together, loving mercy

toward one another, becomes the visible form of the kingdom.

IV. THE SPIRIT AND THE DA’AT CONNECTION

John 16:8–11 and the promise of the Spirit in John 14–16 extend the da’at dimension forward. The Spirit’s

work is to lead the community into all truth — into deeper knowing of the Father and the Son. And as our

Hosea study established, genuine da’at Elohim generates hesed, which takes form as mishpat. The Spirit-

filled community is therefore not merely a community that does just things. It is a community that knows

God, and from that knowing, the mishpat and hesed flow.
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Jesus’s High Priestly Prayer in John 17 makes the connection explicit. The prayer’s animating hope is that

the disciples would share in the mutual knowing of Father and Son — “that they may know you, the only

true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent” (17:3). This is John’s da’at formulation. And from that

knowing, the community’s unity, love, and witness in the world (17:20–23) follow.

V. MATTHEW 25 AS COMMUNITY VOCATION

The sheep and the goats passage, read forward from Micah, becomes the community’s vocation rather than

merely its criterion of judgment. The community Jesus forms is constituted precisely by its orientation

toward the hungry, the stranger, the prisoner — “the least of these”. This is the forward projection of Micah’s

mishpat: not only that Jesus embodied it, but that his body — the church — is called to continue it.

For the Onesimus Foundation, this is not an application of a principle. It is the direct line: maintaining family

relationships across incarceration, walking into spaces of exclusion and fracture, is the community’s

participation in what Jesus enacted. The mishpat of inclusion, the hesed of loyalty toward those the system

has discarded, the humble walk into prisons and courtrooms and family homes where shame operates — this

is the forward projection of Micah 6:8 through the life of Jesus into the life of the community.

The Integration: One Life, Three Angles

he crucial point — returning to the triangle image — is that these three are not separable in Jesus any

more than they were separable in Micah’s formulation. They are three angles on a single reality.

Jesus’s mishpat flows from his hesed — his restoration of right relationship is always simultaneously an act

of loyal love. His hesed is expressed through his humble walk — he does not love from a position of

superiority but from alongside, from below, from the servant’s posture. And his humble walk is itself a

mishpat act — by refusing the power that belonged to him, he creates the conditions in which the powerless

can receive what belongs to them.

The integration is nowhere more visible than in the cross: it is simultaneously mishpat (the restoration of

right relationship between God and humanity, at cost), hesed (covenant faithfulness maintained beyond all

reasonable limit), and tzanea lekhet (the ultimate self-emptying of the one who had most to lose by walking

the way of the servant).

“God demonstrates his own love for us in this: while we were still sinners, Christ died for

us.”

R OMA N S  5 : 8

Looking back from Micah 6:8, the whole prior testimony of Torah, prophecy, wisdom and narrative was

always pointing toward the one who would embody what it required. Looking forward through Jesus, the

three terms become the charter of a community called to participate in what he enacted.

The verse remains a requirement. But it is now also a description — of the one in whom it was perfectly and

finally kept.
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P A R T  T H R E E

The Church’s Charter
Micah 6:8 as Ecclesial Vocation

The Foundation: Two Pillars

he charter of the church does not begin with the church. It rests on two prior arguments that together

form the theological ground on which all that follows stands.

PILLAR ONE HE HAS ALREADY TOLD YOU  The three terms of Micah 6:8 are not new. They

are the compression of the entire prior testimony of Torah, prophecy, wisdom and narrative. When the

church receives this verse, it receives not a slogan but a canonical inheritance — centuries of

accumulated covenant understanding distilled into three irreducible demands. 

PILLAR TWO JESUS AS EMBODIMENT  Jesus does not merely teach these three terms. He

becomes them. The church does not receive Micah 6:8 as an abstract ethical programme. It receives it

as the shape of a life it has already seen — enacted in the ministry, death, and resurrection of its Lord.

The charter is not a set of principles but a participation in a person. 

These two pillars together mean the church’s vocation is simultaneously ancient and christologically

grounded. It cannot claim the charter is new — the Torah said it first. And it cannot claim the charter is

merely human ethics — Jesus embodied it at the cost of the cross.

The church’s charter is therefore received, not invented. It is discovered in the grain of the canon and

confirmed in the grain of a human life.
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I
The Marching Orders

Jesus’s Commissioning of the Community

esus does not hand the community a document. He gives it a direction, a standard, and a presence. The

commissioning texts of the Gospels are not administrative instructions but the shaping of a community

that is to be, in the world, what he was in the world.

THE GREAT COMMISSION (MATTHEW 28:18–20)

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples

of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.”

M AT T H E W 2 8 : 1 8 – 2 0

The risen Jesus commissions his community with language that carries all three Micah terms simultaneously.

All authority has been given — this is the mishpat claim: right relationship has been restored at the cosmic

level, and the community is sent to extend it. Go to all nations — this is the hesed movement: covenant love

flowing outward beyond ethnic and geographic boundary. Teaching them to obey everything I have

commanded — this is tzanea lekhet: the formation of a community that walks in the way of the Teacher, not

its own way.

The commission is not three separate instructions. It is one missional movement with three dimensions —

precisely the structure of Micah 6:8.

THE GREAT COMMANDMENT (MATTHEW 22:34–40)

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all

your mind. This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love

your neighbour as yourself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”

M AT T H E W 2 2 : 3 7 – 4 0

Jesus’s distillation of the Torah into two commandments establishes the vertical and horizontal axes of

Micah’s three terms. The humble walk with God is the vertical; the doing of justice and loving of mercy is

the horizontal. The phrase “all the law and the prophets” is significant — it is the same canonical body that

Micah 6:8 compresses. Jesus confirms that its integrating centre has always been the love dynamic, and that

the community’s life is constituted by holding both dimensions inseparably.

·  ·  ·
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THE NEW COMMANDMENT (JOHN 13:34–35)

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you

also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you

have love for one another.”

J OH N  1 3 : 3 4 – 3 5

The newness is not the command to love — that was already in Leviticus 19:18. The newness is the standard:

as I have loved you. The hesed of the community is now calibrated to the hesed of the cross. And this

community hesed is intrinsically public — it is the visible mark by which the community is identified in the

world. The charter is not a private document. It is a public identity.

THE NAZARETH MANIFESTO (LUKE 4:18–19)

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the

poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to

let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.”

LUK E  4 : 1 8 – 1 9

Jesus’s reading in the Nazareth synagogue is the community’s founding manifesto. Good news to the poor,

release to the captives, sight to the blind, freedom for the oppressed, the year of the Lord’s favour — this is

Jubilee language from Leviticus 25 and Isaiah 61, both mishpat texts in the tradition of Micah. When the

church asks what it exists to do in the world, this is the answer Jesus gave on the day he announced his own

vocation. The community’s mission is the continuation of his.

THE BEATITUDES: THE COMMUNITY’S SELF-DESCRIPTION (MATTHEW

5:3–12)

The Beatitudes describe what the mishpat community looks like from the inside: poor in spirit, mourning,

meek, hungry for righteousness, merciful, pure in heart, peacemaking, persecuted for righteousness. Every

one of these is a tzanea lekhet disposition — a posture of dependence and non-grasping that refuses the

world’s definitions of power and success. The community does not march into the world from a position of

strength. It goes as people who know their own poverty, who have wept, who hunger rather than feast.

This is the shape of the humble walk when it meets the world’s resistance. The Beatitudes are not aspirations.

They are descriptions of what the community that takes Micah 6:8 seriously will look like to those around it.

MATTHEW 25: THE CHARTER’S CRITERION

The sheep-and-goats passage of Matthew 25:31–46 — quoted in full in Part Two, where the king identifies

himself with “the least of these” — gives the community its ultimate criterion of faithfulness. The judgment

is not on doctrine, liturgy, or institutional achievement. It is entirely on the mishpat question: did the

community feed the hungry, clothe the naked, welcome the stranger, visit the prisoner? The identification of

the king with “the least of these” makes the theological claim irreversible: faithfulness to Christ and

faithfulness to the marginalised are not two different things. They are one thing, seen from two directions.
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II
Apostolic Reinforcement

The New Testament Guidelines

he apostolic letters are not innovations on the charter. They are its application to specific communities

in specific circumstances. Across the diversity of authorship, audience and context, the same three

terms of Micah recur as the constitutive marks of the faithful community.

JAMES — THE EPISTLE OF MISHPAT

“Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is this: to care for orphans and

widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.”

J A ME S  1 : 2 7

James gives one of the New Testament’s most concentrated definitions of true religion. The orphan and

widow are the canonical emblems of the vulnerable — the people for whom mishpat was always required in

the Torah. James makes their care the definitional act of authentic religion, not an optional expression of it.

James 2:14–26 applies the same mishpat logic to the relationship of faith and works. The argument is not that

works earn salvation. It is that faith without the enactment of right relationship is a contradiction in terms. If

a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your

fill” and yet does not supply their bodily needs — what is the good of that? This is Micah’s courtroom logic

applied directly to the community: liturgical performance without covenantal action is empty.

PAUL — THE HESED THEOLOGY

“If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or

a clanging cymbal.”

1  C OR I N T H I A N S  1 3 : 1

1 Corinthians 13 is Paul’s definitive hesed text. Love that is patient, kind, not self-seeking, bearing all things

— this is hesed in its New Testament register. Crucially, Paul frames it as the ground without which all other

religious activity collapses: tongues, prophecy, knowledge, faith, even the giving of all one’s possessions —

none of it counts without love. This is the Hosea 6:6 logic in Pauline form: I desire hesed and not sacrifice.

Galatians 5:13–14 locates the freedom of the gospel in mutual service: “Through love serve one another. For

the whole law is fulfilled in one word: you shall love your neighbour as yourself.” Paul compresses the entire

Torah — as Jesus had — into hesed enacted toward the neighbour. The community’s freedom is not freedom

from obligation. It is freedom for the neighbour.

·  ·  ·
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Romans 12–13 gives the most sustained account of the mishpat community in Paul’s letters: genuine love,

hating what is evil, contributing to the needs of the saints, practising hospitality, weeping with those who

weep, not being haughty but associating with the lowly. This is Micah 6:8 applied to the concrete texture of

community life, verse by verse.

“For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God

prepared beforehand to be our way of life.”

E PH E S I A N S  2 : 1 0

The church does not produce good works to earn its status. It is created for them. Mishpat and hesed are the

community’s telos, not its entrance requirement.

PETER — THE TZANEA LEKHET THEOLOGY

“Clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for ‘God opposes the proud but gives

grace to the humble.’ Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he

may exalt you in due time.”

1  PE T E R  5 : 5 – 6

Peter applies the tzanea principle directly to community life. The community’s posture is the servant’s

posture — attentive, dependent, non-grasping. 1 Peter 2:9 names the community’s identity before its

vocation: a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people. The identity precedes the

activity — as in Micah, the humble walk with God is the ground from which the outward movement flows,

not its product.

HEBREWS — THE CHARTER IN ITS MOST CONDENSED FORM

“Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that

some have entertained angels without knowing it. Remember those who are in prison, as

though you were in prison with them.”

H E BR E WS  1 3 : 1 – 3

Three clauses, three dimensions: mutual hesed, mishpat toward the stranger, solidarity with the prisoner. This

is Micah 6:8 applied to the margins of the ancient world. The prisoner is named specifically — remember

them as though you were in prison with them. The imaginative identification — placing oneself in the

position of the incarcerated — is the tzanea lekhet of solidarity: the humble walk that does not observe

suffering from a distance but enters its reality.

For a community whose vocation is maintaining family relationships across incarceration, this text is not a

distant analogy. It is a direct address.
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III
The Historical Evidence

The Church’s Embodied Witness Across the

Centuries

he charter has not merely been proclaimed. It has been enacted — imperfectly, inconsistently,

sometimes heroically — across twenty centuries of church history. The historical record is not a

record of institutional success. It is a record of communities that took Micah 6:8 seriously enough to let it

cost them something.

THE EARLY CHURCH (1ST–3RD CENTURIES)

Plague, Presence, and Hesed

The early church’s social practice was so distinctive that it became a primary vehicle of its growth. During

the Antonine Plague (165–180 AD) and the Plague of Cyprian (249–262 AD), Christians remained in cities

and nursed the dying — including pagans — while others fled. The bishop Dionysius of Alexandria wrote:

“Most of our brother Christians showed unbounded love and loyalty, never sparing themselves and thinking

only of one another.” This is hesed enacted in epidemic, and it was explicitly connected to the community’s

understanding of its charter.

Justin Martyr and the Integrated Liturgy

Justin Martyr’s First Apology (c. 155 AD) describes the early church’s practice: after the Eucharist, a

collection was taken for orphans, widows, the sick, prisoners, and strangers. The community’s worship and

its mishpat practice were structurally integrated — the liturgy produced the social action. This is the higgid

lekha made flesh: the community that remembered what God required, acted accordingly.

The Didache

“Do not turn away from one who is in need, but share everything with your brother and sister,

and do not say that it is your own.” — Didache, late 1st century

One of the earliest post-apostolic church manuals carries the Jubilee logic of Micah and Leviticus 25 directly

into community practice. The Didache’s instructions are not aspirational. They are regulatory — this is how

the community functions.

·  ·  ·
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THE PATRISTIC ERA (4TH–5TH CENTURIES)

Basil of Caesarea and the First Hospital

Basil of Caesarea (330–379 AD) established what may be the world’s first hospital — the Basilias — a

complex outside Caesarea providing care for the poor, sick, and destitute, including separate wards for

lepers. He financed it largely by selling his personal inheritance. His homily To the Rich is among the most

direct applications of the mishpat tradition in Christian history:

“The bread you are holding belongs to the hungry. The coat you keep in your wardrobe

belongs to the naked. The shoes that are rotting away with you belong to the barefoot. The

money that you have buried belongs to the destitute.” — Basil of Caesarea, To the Rich

John Chrysostom: Mishpat from the Archbishop’s Chair

John Chrysostom (347–407 AD) used his platform as Archbishop of Constantinople not to consolidate

ecclesiastical power but to liquidate the episcopal residence’s luxury and redirect the funds to hospitals and

care for the poor. His homilies on Matthew 25 are among the most sustained applications of the sheep-and-

goats passage in Christian history:

“Do you wish to honour the body of Christ? Do not ignore him when he is naked. Do not pay

him homage in the temple clad in silk, only then to neglect him outside where he is cold and

ill-clad.” — John Chrysostom, Homily on Matthew

He was eventually exiled for his application of mishpat to the imperial court. The charter, when taken

seriously, has always attracted opposition from those whose power it threatens.

Ambrose of Milan: Hesed and the Institutional Church

Ambrose of Milan (340–397 AD) sold church plate to ransom prisoners of war — an act that drew fierce

criticism from church conservatives. His defence: “It is better to preserve souls for the Lord than gold.” This

is hesed logic applied to institutional religion. The institution’s resources exist for the charter’s purposes, not

for self-perpetuation.

THE MEDIEVAL PERIOD

The medieval monastic movement institutionalised the mishpat and hesed traditions in ways that shaped

European civilisation: hospitals, schools, care for the poor, preservation of learning, agricultural development

of marginal lands. The Benedictine rule — ora et labora, pray and work — is a structural expression of

tzanea lekhet: the community’s life is ordered by its walk with God, and from that walk flows its service of

the neighbour. The cloister and the hospice were not separate concerns. They were two expressions of one

integrated vocation.

THE REFORMATION AND POST-REFORMATION PERIOD

Calvin’s Geneva established systems of poor relief, public education, and care for refugees that were directly

grounded in his reading of the Torah’s social legislation. The Puritan tradition carried the same impulse.

William Wilberforce and the Clapham Sect — animated by evangelical conviction — drove the abolition of

22



the slave trade in the British Empire, applying mishpat to one of the century’s defining injustices. The

Wesleyan movement produced hospitals, schools, and the earliest trade union advocacy in England — all

understood as the direct implication of the gospel.

THE MODERN PERIOD

The 19th and 20th centuries produced a sustained debate within the church between the Social Gospel and

evangelical pietism — a debate that often presented the choice as either social action or personal salvation.

Micah 6:8 dissolves that false dichotomy. The three terms are not alternatives: mishpat, hesed, and tzanea

lekhet are three angles on one reality. The church that separates them loses something constitutive.

Martin Luther King Jr drew explicitly on Micah 6:8 and Amos 5:24 in the civil rights movement — the arc

of the moral universe bending toward justice is Micah’s mishpat in American idiom. Desmond Tutu and the

South African churches applied the same canonical tradition to apartheid. Dorothy Day and the Catholic

Worker movement enacted hesed and mishpat in the slums of American cities. Each of these movements,

whatever their theological differences, shared the conviction that the church’s charter was the one Micah had

compressed and Jesus had embodied.
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IV
The Present Day Response

What Does the Lord Require of You?

he question Micah poses is not historical. It is present tense. The courtroom is still in session. The

mountains and hills are still witnesses. And the church — in every generation, in every cultural

location — is still being asked to answer.

THE FALSE ANSWERS

The church in every generation produces its own version of the liturgical evasion Micah diagnoses in 6:6–7:

the offering of religious activity in place of covenantal faithfulness. Today’s versions are not hard to identify.

Institutional self-preservation. The energy of the community directed toward maintaining its buildings,

budgets, and programmes rather than toward the mishpat and hesed of its surrounding community. The

temple had become a den of robbers; the contemporary church can become a den of bureaucracy. When the

institution’s survival becomes the primary concern, the charter has been set aside.

Therapeutic individualism. The reduction of the gospel to personal wellbeing, spiritual experience, and

individual flourishing, detached from any account of covenant community and social obligation. Hesed

becomes feeling loved rather than practising love; tzanea lekhet becomes personal spiritual disciplines

disconnected from the neighbour.

Political captivity. The alignment of the church’s prophetic voice with a particular political party or

ideology, so that its mishpat becomes selective: justice for some, not for others; concern for the vulnerable

within the tribe, indifference toward those outside it. Micah’s mishpat has no tribal exceptions. The orphan,

widow, prisoner, and stranger do not belong to any political platform.

THE TRUE ANSWER: DO JUSTICE

The church is present where right relationships have broken down — in prisons, in courts, in refugee camps,

in food banks, in housing estates, in the rooms where the lonely and forgotten are invisible to everyone else.

Not as a social service provider competing with government agencies, but as a covenant community enacting

the restoration of right relationship.

The Onesimus Foundation’s work of maintaining family connections across incarceration is one

contemporary form of this ancient requirement: refusing to accept that the fracture is final, refusing to allow

the system’s logic of exclusion to be the last word. When a child visits a parent in prison, when a family is

held together across the barrier of incarceration, when the intergenerational pattern of justice involvement is

interrupted by a single act of sustained presence — this is mishpat. It is the restoration of right relationship at

the site of its most visible fracture.

·  ·  ·
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THE TRUE ANSWER: LOVE MERCY

The church practises hesed toward those who have no claim on it — the undeserving, the repeatedly failing,

the ones who have exhausted the world’s patience. This is not sentimentality. It is covenant faithfulness

modelled on the God of Exodus 34:6, whose hesed is not proportional to the worthiness of its recipient.

The community that knows it has been forgiven much loves much (Luke 7:47). And that love is extravagant,

non-transactional, and resistant to the utilitarian accounting that calls it waste. The alabaster jar was not

wasted. The welcoming feast for the returning son was not an indulgence. The father’s running was not

undignified. These are the grammar of hesed — and the church that has forgotten this grammar has lost its

mother tongue.

THE TRUE ANSWER: WALK HUMBLY

The community does not do these things from a position of superiority — dispensing justice and mercy from

a safe distance, as charitable benefactors conferring goods on the grateful poor. It walks with those it serves,

as Jesus walked with the disciples on the road to Emmaus, as the shepherd left the ninety-nine, as the father

ran toward the son while he was still a long way off.

The humble walk is the guarantee that mishpat does not become paternalism and hesed does not become

condescension. It is the posture that keeps the community honest about its own poverty, its own need of

mercy, its own dependence on the God who carries it. The Onesimus Foundation’s work is done by people

who know they are not the answer — who walk alongside families without pretending the complexity is

simple or the outcomes are guaranteed. That is tzanea lekhet in practice.

The Charter’s Final Word

he church’s charter is not a programme. It is not a strategy. It is not a set of values to be displayed on

a website or framed in a foyer. It is a way of being in the world that has been demonstrated once, fully

and finally, in the life of Jesus of Nazareth — and that has been enacted, imperfectly but recognisably, in

communities across twenty centuries who took seriously the question Micah put to Israel in the eighth

century before Christ.

He has already told you. The canon has spoken. Jesus has embodied it. The Spirit sustains it. The community

is sent to enact it.

The three terms are not sequential. They are not hierarchical. They are not separable. They are three angles

on a single integrated reality — the life of a community that knows its God, loves with his love, and walks in

his way.

“What does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly

with your God?”

M I C A H  6 : 8

This. Only this. Always this.
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A NOTE ON THE MAKING OF THIS BOOK

These reflections did not begin with artificial intelligence. They began with years of

ministry, reading, prayer, suffering, and conversation.

During the development of this manuscript, AI became a conversation partner. It

challenged assumptions, tested arguments, suggested structures, and helped refine

expression. Many of the words in this book emerged through that dialogue.

The experiences, convictions, interpretations, and conclusions remain my own.
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